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For nearly 100 years, Whitworth has been synonymous with academic 

excellence and career advancement in the region. Since 2009, our 

U-District location has expanded its evening programs to include our  

MBA, as well as bachelor degree programs for adults wanting to start,  

or complete, their degree.

Downtown Spokane in the U-District

509.777.3222

MBA DEGREES IN THE EvENING

• Convenient all-evening programs, MBA and 

MBA in International Management

• Top-ranked regional program

• Taught by faculty and executives with 

corporate experience

• Six-week classes 
 

whitworth.edu/mba

BAcHEloR DEGREE PRoGRAMS  

foR ADUlTS

• Five bachelor degree options with  

evening six-week classes

• Classes meet only once or twice weekly

• Textbooks included, and delivered to  

you the first night of class

• New students start every six weeks 
 

whitworth.edu/evening

THAT SIGN IS RIGHT HERE IN THE U-DISTRICT.

YOU’VE BEEN WAITING FOR A SIGN  
THAT IT’S TIME TO TAKE THE NEXT STEP IN YOUR CAREER. 

7678/0913

•	400	guest	rooms	and	suites	featuring	plush,	
pillowtop	beds

•	Complimentary	wi-fi

•	Atrium	Cafe	&	Deli	and	Park	Place	Lounge

•	Indoor	and	outdoor	pool,	whirlpool	and	
fitness	center

•	Complimentary	airport	transportation

•	30,000	square	feet	of	meeting	space

303 W. North River Dr. • Spokane, WA • 509-326-8000 

•	250	guest	rooms	and	suites	featuring	plush,	
pillowtop	beds

•	Complimentary	wi-fi

•	Ripples	Riverside	Grill	&	Lounge	with	
seasonal	outdoor	patio

•	Two	seasonal	pools,	whirlpool	and		
fitness	center

•	Complimentary	hotel	parking	and	airport	
transportation

•	5,000	square	feet	of	meeting	space

700 N. Division • Spokane, WA • 509-326-5577 

A riverside stroll to the U-District.

Friendly service, locally inspired. 
800–Red Lion • redlion.com 

Meet us at the corner of
Inspiration and Innovation.

Photo Credit: © Studio 216, courtesy NBBJ

Consider doing business in 
Spokane, Washington –

the health care hub for the 
Inland Northwest.
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CONTACT INFROMATION
Spokane University District

211 North Wall Street, Suite 300
Spokane, WA 99201

509.456.0580

SpokaneUniversityDistrict.com
DowntownSpokane.net

Credits:
This magazine is made possible 
through a partnership with the 

Downtown Spokane Partnership 
and Spokane Journal of Business.

Tammy Pruitt, 
Downtown Spokane Partnership 

Graphic Designer &  
Production Manager

Brandon Rapez-Betty, 
Spokane University District Editor
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3 Conversations with Board Leaders - Hear directly from UD Board Members  
 about Spokane’s University District aspirations.

4  The University District - A reflection on community leadership that has enabled  
 strong urban revitalization in east downtown.

8  The Future of Connectivity - Learn how Spokane is planning to increase  
 economic development opportunities in and around downtown while expanding 
 transit options.

10 A New Kind of Connection  - See how an architectural investment in connectivity  
 will set the tone for top quality development in the south University District.

12  Urban Center - Nightlife and Housing - A quick glimpse of the many distinct,  
 local venues popping up in and around the University District.

14  UD Housing Infill Fast Facts - You do the math. Why investing in UD housing  
 development makes good sense.

16  A Home for Health Sciences - Having strong academic collaboration and cutting  
 edge research in the University District, and an abundance of private sector life science  
 companies throughout the I-90 corridor, Spokane is an epicenter for innovation.

20  A Growing Campus Bolsters University District Development
 Constantly growing, evolving and adapting, Gonzaga University continues to provide  
 a top quality experience for the entire Spokane community.

24  A Tradition of Downtown Investment - Eastern Washington University’s  
 strong and consistent investment in downtown Spokane helps connect students  
 and programs to valuable hands-on professional experience.

26  Quality Education at a New Location - Whitworth University strives to meet  
 the educational needs of our local job market, helping to improve long-term success  
 throughout the region.

28  A Location for Success - Community Colleges of Spokane focuses on  
 communication and collaboration to help area students achieve success.

30 A Building for the Past and Future - Walking the talk, McKinstry successfully 
fuses historic preservation, sustainability and economic development in the SIERR Building.

Since 2006, Steve Trabun has been involved with 
the University District and currently serves as a 
member of the Board of Directors for both the 
UDDA and the UDPDA. Trabun served as Chair of 
the UDDA Board of Directors in 2010.

“The University District is a catalyst for economic 
development,” Trabun says. “With emphasis on 
health sciences alone, the projected economic 
impact by 2030 is $2.1 billion.” 

Trabun sees the University District driving  
business development and job growth as  
businesses emerge or move to the area to  

support the universities’ education and research, 
as well as supporting the faculty and students 
enrolled at the universities.

Efforts are focused on developing a mixed-use 
neighborhood and connecting the district to the 
adjacent medical district and downtown core. 
One project underway that Trabun is excited 
about is the construction of the pedestrian and 
bicycle bridge, which he believes will spark infill 
development in the south portion of the district.

“My vision has always been to transform the 
University District away from a commuter-based  
education environment,” Trabun says. He hopes 
the University District will be a place where  
students will not only go to school and work, but 
will be a place where they can also live and play. 

Mike Livingston 
UD, Chair of Board of Directors  
Broker, Kiemle & Hagood

Mike Livingston got involved with the University 
District Development Association (UDDA) in 2008. 
After serving on a couple of committees, he was 
asked to provide real estate expertise to the board 
of directors, and he accepted the position. 

He considers the chief benefits of the University 
District to be the development of a research and 
development (R&D) life sciences community, 
providing this region with well-paying, new 
economy jobs. “WSU is creating a critical mass 
of life sciences jobs that will drive development 
of housing, retail and other uses.” He sees the 
University District providing an affordable  
alternative to Washington’s highly-priced 
Seattle-area bio-tech industry.  

“Gonzaga is developing new projects to enhance 
its campus and community,” he continues. “EWU 

and Whitworth are providing programs that  
support a well-rounded educational community—
evening classes and adult-learning alternatives.”

He’s also excited about the transformation of  
the well-located University District from an 
under-developed stretch of land to a dynamic, 
mixed-use neighborhood. “Because it’s located 
close to downtown, close to I-90 and close to 
residential population centers, the University 
District will enhance density in the core of the City, 
thus improving the overall livability of Spokane.”

Mark Richard
UD President, UDPDA Board Member
President, Downtown Spokane Partnership

If you ask Mark Richard what excites him most 
about the University District, he’ll describe the 
full vision—“the full build out of students living, 
working, learning and enjoying themselves in 
one of the most beautiful stretches of town 
along the Spokane River.”

One of the reasons he took his job at the  
Downtown Spokane Partnership was the  
opportunity to be a part of the University District 
and all that it entails: education, economic  
development, community revitalization,  
connectivity to a vibrant downtown.

He sees the University District connecting  
education with one of Spokane’s largest  
employment bases: the medical industry. “It will 

drive the economy around health care to develop 
next-generation medical research that serves our 
community health care needs.”

Ask Richard what’s next for the University 
District, and he’ll rattle off a list: improvements 
along Division Street from the I-90 off-ramp to 
the river, street improvements on East Main  
and in the south UD, and securing 100% design 
and right-of-way acquisition for the bike and 
pedestrian bridge.

Steve Trabun
UD Board Member 
Regional Business Manager, Avista

The University District will enhance 
density in the core of the City, thus 
improving the overall livability of 
Spokane.    - Mike Livingston

Desautel Hege Communications,  
Consulting Editor

 
Brendan Genther

Leaders Photography

It will drive the economy around 
health care to develop next-generation 
medical research that serves our  
community health care needs.
- Mark Richard

The University District is a catalyst for 
economic development.    - Steve Trabun
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Spokane’s University District
In 2004, leaders in Spokane realized the potential 
and value of the area in east downtown.  
Just a block away from the Convention Center, 
and already close to the medical district, 
this location provided a unique opportunity 
to weave Spokane’s urban fabric with higher 
education and health care industries.

Lead by the Downtown Spokane Partnership 
(DSP), and with guidance from the City of Spokane 
(City) and other key partners, local leaders  
formed the University District Development  
Association (UDDA). A non-profit agency that 
partners with the University District Public  
Development Authority (UDPDA) to foster  
collaboration among stakeholders, the  
organization strives to cultivate an urban  
district where development opportunity can 
thrive. Its leaders actively implement economic 
development initiatives and engage in projects 
that demonstrate investment readiness,  
including quality public projects. 

In partnership with the City and DSP, the UDDA 
helped to initiate the Division Street Gateways 
project last year, and has begun work on the 
revitalization of the Sprague Avenue Corridor. 
In May of 2012, the Martin Luther King Jr. Way 
project was completed, running through the 
center of the University District. The UDDA is 
also working to create a bicycle and pedestrian 
bridge crossing the existing Burlington  
Northern/Santa Fe railroad tracks. It is their belief 
that quality infrastructure in the University  
District will encourage strong private investment. 

The UDDA sees this district as a confluence  
of innovation, discovery, entrepreneurship, 
scholarship and neighborhood development. 
The hope is that the University District will 
provide an ongoing stream of economic growth 
and business opportunity for the entire region. 

For that reason, the UDDA facilitates and  
supports a variety of projects across life sciences, 
housing, medical education and retail. “The 
broad spectrum of University District partners 
enables us to facilitate important connections 
that consistently move us forward in achieving 
our vision,” says University District Project  
Manager, Brandon Rapez-Betty.

The vision for the University District is to  
create a mixed-use environment with campus 
facilities, housing, shopping, dining and  
gathering places. Ultimately, the organization 
wants to create a place where people can live, 
learn, work and play. 

MISSION:
Cultivate an urban  
University District  
environment favorable  
to development  
and actively engage 
those projects that 
demonstrate investment 
readiness.

UDTHE

DIVISION ST. AND
THIRD AVE. VICINITY

DOWNTOWN SPOKANE UNIVERSITY DISTRICT  
COMMUNITY COLLEGES  

OF SPOKANE

GONZAGA UNIVERSITY

RIVERPOINT CAMPUS:
EWU AND WSU

MAIN AVE. AND
DIVISION ST. VICINITY

FUTURE BIKE AND 
PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE

SPOKANE UNIVERSITY 
DISTRICT BORDER

DIVISION ST. AND  
RUBY ST. COUPLET

HAMILTON ST. CORRIDOR

WHITWORTH UNIVERSITY SHERMAN ST. AND 
SPRAGUE AVE. VICINITY

INNOVATE WASHINGTON
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BUICK BECKER
BUICK  •  GMCTHE NEW CLASS OF 

WORLD CLASS

WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE

No Cost To You!No Cost To You!

2-YR , 24,000 MI .2-YR , 24,000 MI .
Scheduled MaintenanceScheduled Maintenance

On all 2014sOn all 2014s

DON’T BUY A VEHICLE WITHOUT A

NO MAXIMUM MILEAGE

NO MAXIMUM TERM

NO DEDUCTIBLE

NO COST TO YOU

100% PARTS & LABOR

TRUE PEACE-OF-MIND...FOREVER!TRUE PEACE-OF-MIND...FOREVER!

636 E. Sprague • 509-455-3550

WWW.MYWARRANTYFOREVER.COMWWW.DOBETTERATBECKER.COM

A WORLD OF OPPORTUNITY,
RIGHT IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD.   
More than a beautiful, environmentally friendly building, 
Gonzaga’s new University Center will be a place of global 
engagement, faith, and civic commitment – fostering learning 
and inspiring collaboration that will spread well beyond 
its walls.

The $60 million, 167,000-square-foot facility is also an 
investment in our region that will serve as a community 
gathering place and meeting center. Like the Foley Center 
Library, Jundt Art Museum, Magnuson Theatre and other 
campus facilities, we look forward to welcoming you here.

ARRIVING FALL 2015.

gonzaga.edu/universitycenter

Your Treatment.
Custom Designed.

Riverpoint Pharmacy is one of the few

remaining pharmacies that can still offer

customized medications through

pharmaceutical compounding.

Our specially trained
pharmacists also offer
personalized consultations in:

Weight Loss with the Ideal Protein Diet

HCG injectable, sublingual drops and 
sublingual tablets

Review of medications and supplements

Pain management options for chronic pain 
and special needs

Bio-Identical Hormone Therapy for Men

A Personalized
Approach

to your Health 

(509)343-6252
528 E. Spokane Falls Blvd.
Suite 110 • Spokane WA www.riverpointrx.com

Custom Hormone Therapy
Most women can expect to live at least one
third of their life after menopause. At Riverpoint
Pharmacy we have two pharmacists who are 
Certified Menopause Practitioners by the North 
American Menopause Society.This enables us
to work closely with the patient and their 
provider to develop a custom hormone therapy
that is designed specifically for them.

Contributors
Asuris Northwest Health

Avista 

Baker Construction

City of Spokane

Community Colleges of Spokane

Desautel Hege Communications

Downtown Spokane Partnership

Eastern Washington University

Gonzaga University

Greater Spokane Incorporated

INHS

Innovate Washington

Kiemle & Hagood

McKinstry

STCU

Spokane Transit Authority

Washington State University

Whitworth University
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 Architecture | Structural Engineering | Inter ior Design

10 South Cedar     Spokane, Washington     P: 509.838.8681     F: 509.838.2194     www.integrusarch.com

Phase I Classroom Building

Health Sciences College of Nursing

The Future of  
Connectivity

Spokane Transit provides nearly 11 million rides 
a year (that’s 40,000 rides each day). And the 
numbers keep growing. Spokane’s population is 
expected to increase by 100,000 in the next 20 
years, which means our transportation system 
needs to expand too. 

Introducing the Modern Electric Trolley (MET). 
It is Spokane’s answer to the age old question 
any growing city faces: How do we move more 
people without more cars?

The MET runs on electricity by hooking to 
electric wires above it. It looks like a train but 
has rubber tires. The best part: it costs a third of 
a typical street car and doesn’t require rail in the 
street, thus simplifying maintenance. 
 

The MET is more convenient for commuters 
too. All its doors open at boarding time, so 
it’s easier to get on and off. And it’s easier to 
pay the fare. Instead of paying every time 
you board at the front of a bus, the MET has 
fare collection off the vehicle. 

The MET is also more efficient than buses’ 
carbon-burning engines. Electric motors 
don’t lose energy as heat. Thus, it takes a 
fraction of the energy to power the MET 
than it takes to move a bus.

The MET’s chief advantage over buses is 
that it creates permanent infrastructure,  
allowing businesses along the route to 
make long-term investments in their 
property. In addition, they will benefit from 
increased visibility due to the steady flow 
of MET passengers—which will be especially 
true for businesses near stations.

“It’s well documented in other cities that 
over time property values increase when 
a permanent system like this exists,” says 
Susan Meyer, CEO of Spokane Transit.

Once an area is seen to be a success, new 
businesses decide to locate there as well.  
“It attracts people,” Meyer says.

Though it is considered permanent  
infrastructure, the MET is flexible. Because 
it has tires, it doesn’t need a track. If there is 
an accident, it can be shifted one lane over 
so it won’t stop traffic. If there is a big event 
downtown – like Hoopfest – it can simply 
not run that day, and players don’t have to 
worry about tripping over its rails.

After looking at a number of corridors in 
Spokane that could justify running the 
MET, Spokane Transit and other stake-
holders decided on the east to west route 
that runs from Browne’s Addition through 
downtown and the University District and 
on to Gonzaga University … or maybe even 

as far as Community Colleges of 
Spokane (they’re still evaluating 
potential ridership). 

“The MET will bridge Division 
Street, making a seamless  
connection between the  
University District and the rest  
of downtown,” Meyer says. 
Service will run most of the day, 
starting early in the morning 
until late at night. During peak 
hours, service will be every 10 
minutes. From end to end the 
route will take 12 to 15 minutes. 

“The MET will give people more options to travel 
through and around downtown—freeing up park-
ing elsewhere,” says Andrew Rolwes, Public Policy 
& Parking Manager of the Downtown Spokane 
Partnership.
 
Karl Otterstrom, Spokane Transit Director of 
Planning, is excited about how the MET will 
transform the University District and the  
surrounding neighborhoods. “We’re expanding 
the greatness of downtown. Great cities have 
great transit systems.” 

We’re expanding 
the greatness of 
downtown. Great 
cities have great 
transit systems. 
- Karl Otterstrom, Spokane Transit 
Director of Planning

Photo for illustrative purposes.

Photo for illustrative purposes.
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khco.com 509.838.6541 208.770.2590 

Scan for  
ProPerty  

LiStingS  
Search

2065 W. RiveRstone DR, suite 101  
CoeuR D’Alene, iD 83814

601 W. MAin Ave, suite 400 
spokAne, WA 99201

Community

CommerCial Brokerage & 
ProPerty management ServiCeS

a SPeCial thank you to the  
univerSity DiStriCt PuBliC DeveloPment authority 

for itS Continuing effort to  
exPanD eDuCation, BuSineSS oPPortunity  

anD eConomiC DeveloPment.

COMMITMENT to the 

pRoviDing Clients AnD CustoMeRs With exCeptionAl seRviCe sinCe 1971.

the ReAl  estAte  pRofess ionAls

Teaming Up

On our growing health sciences campus in the heart of the 

University District, we train the next generation of physicians, 

nurses, pharmacists, and other health professionals. Here, they 

learn to work together to provide the best possible care.

The newest campus building—soon to be home of Medical 

Sciences and the College of Pharmacy—embodies our team 

care approach. Join us in celebrating this campus milestone.    

for Better Health

Pharmaceutical & Biomedical Sciences Building Dedication

Fri, Dec. 6, at 1:30 p.m., 205 E Spokane Falls Blvd

RSVP to spokane.chancellor@wsu.edu by Fri, Nov. 22

spokane.wsu.edu

In recent years, the north section of the  
University District (UD) has become more  
and more populated. It’s already home to 
several universities, and businesses and  
organizations continue to settle in the area.  
But space is limited. 

Not so in the south portion of the UD. In 
2010, this area was estimated to be 65%  
underdeveloped—that’s 80 acres lying 
vacant or underutilized. It provides ample 
development opportunity for mixed-use, 
urban neighborhoods. 

For the UD as a whole to reach its potential 
(it is estimated that the south UD could 
generate $350 million in additional economic 
activity), development is going to have to 
expand to the south portion. Fortunately,  
the University District Development  
Association and the City of Spokane have 
a plan to spur this expansion. In 2004, the 
idea of the bicycle and pedestrian bridge 
came into being. 

Four hundred feet long, the cable-stayed arch 
bridge will start near the intersection  
of Martin Luther King Jr Way and Sherman  
Avenue. It will cross 26 feet above the BNSF 
Railroad tracks, ending just north of Riverside 
Avenue.  This arch style of bridge – pedestrian 

and bicycle deck supported by cables  
attached to a tower – can’t be found  
anywhere else in the U.S., making it unique 
to Spokane. 

And at a height of 120 feet, the bridge and 
arch will become a fixture in Spokane’s 
skyline, a recognizable sight that welcomes 
visitors to the city. Drivers on I-90 will be able 
to see it as they enter from Spokane Valley, all 
the way west to the crest of the Sunset Hill.

The bridge will be an important way for  
pedestrians and cyclists to cross the  
railroad tracks between the north and 
south portions of the UD. Currently, their 
only option is to cross under the tracks at 
the Division and Sprague intersection. 

It is hoped that a pedestrian-friendly  
crossing – and the foot traffic that will 
come with it – will encourage business 
owners and developers to build in the 
south UD. And the bridge, it is believed, 
will be key to activating campus-related 
housing in the south portion, which has the 
potential to be a convenient neighborhood 
for faculty and students to live. A study 
completed in 2009 suggests that housing 
demand could exceed 1,740 units. There 
are only about 465 units there today.  

“The bike and pedestrian bridge  
accomplishes two critical elements of  
the UD vision,” says Brandon Rapez-Betty, 
University District Project Manager of  
the Downtown Spokane Partnership.  
“It establishes a physical connection to  
the south UD, and sets a new tone for  
high quality development that will fuel 
revitalization and growth.”

A New Kind of  
Connection

[The bridge] establishes a 
physical connection to the 
south University District, 
and sets a new tone for 
high quality development 
that will fuel revitalization 
and growth.     – Brandon Rapez-Betty, 
University District Project Manager of Downtown 
Spokane Partnership
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523 East Second Avenue 

Spokane, Washington

www.GeoEngineers.com

Proud to be a part of the following  
University District projects:

Gonzaga University – 40+ projects, including:
> Indoor Tennis and Golf Facility
> Boone Avenue Retail Center 
> Couglin Residence Hall and Kennedy Student Apartments

Washington State University – 20+ projects, including:
> Spokane Biomedical and Health Sciences Building
> Spokane Nursing Building

SIERR Building at McKinstry Station

WE FIND A BETTER WAY®

Post-Master’s Certificates 
 - Nursing Leadership 
 - Nursing Education

Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP)
 - Family Nurse Practitioner  
 - Psych/Mental Health Nurse Practitioner
 - Advanced Population Health
 - Post-Master’s DNP

PhD in Nursing
 - Post-Baccalaureate  
 to PhD in Nursing
 - Post-Master’s to PhD    
   in Nursing

Master of Nursing (MN)
- Advanced Population Health
- Nursing Leadership
- Nursing Education

Flexibility. Face to Face.

MASTER of NURSING
DOCTOR of NURSING PRACTICE

PhD in NURSING

Many paths lead to a future as a nurse 
practitioner, scientist, educator, or leader. 

Find yours. 

 nursing.wsu.edu/graduate-programs.html>>
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Nightlife & Housing

The Blind Buck
204 N Division St

What we are: Established in 
2013, Blind Buck is a family-
owned business. We designed 
the space ourselves and run it 
with an eye to perfect service. 
And we take great pride in  
our drinks.

Our signature: Try our Mule 
(vodka mixed with ginger beer) 
served with a mint leaf in a 
copper cup

Why we love being in the UD: 
We love being neighbors to 
so many amazing bars and so 
close to the colleges. We can’t 
wait for the students to return!

Chairs Coffee &  
Public House  
Coming Soon to 1305 N Hamilton St

What we are: Established in 
2011, Chairs Coffee’s goal is to 
create a place for people to sit 
and socialize. We serve local 
products like Victor’s Hummus, 
Roast House Coffee, and baked 
goods from New Leaf Bakery 
and Europa

Our signature: Our coffee by far! 

Why we love being in the UD: 
We love our new UD location 
and the centrality to everyone 
in Spokane. We serve students, 
business people, non-profits, 
politicians (on both sides)—
whatever group wants a fun 
place to meet up!

Clover
911 E Sharp Ave 

What we are: At Clover, we are 
changing the way people eat 
one plate at a time—assuring 
that the next generation will eat 
healthier and better than ours. 
 
Our signature: Try our  
conscientiously sourced, 
beautifully prepared, delicious 
cuisine and cocktails.  

Why we love being in the UD: 
We wanted a home in this 
district because of the easy 
access, and we fell in love 
with the great history of this 
neighborhood and the sense 
of community. 

Fast Eddies 
1 W Spokane Falls Blvd

What we are: Fast Eddies has 
been around for decades. It’s 
a great place to grab a drink, 
hang with friends and watch 
a game. If you visit on your 
birthday, make sure you spin 
the wheel to win a prize!

Our signature: We are known 
for our burgers, sandwiches, 
cold beer and cheap drinks. 

Why we love being in the UD: 
Located on Division and 
Spokane Falls Blvd, we are 
easily accessible to the student 
population, downtown residents 
and commuters from I-90. Check 
out Borracho Tacos & Tequileria 
opening right next door at  
211 N Division St.  

Photo by  Rick Singer

Photo by  Rick Singer
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We take our warm welcome literally, which is why we give you our signature, fresh-from-the-oven 
chocolate chip cookie at check-in. And that’s just the beginning of all the personal touches we make 

before you arrive, so you can just relax and enjoy.

DoubleTree by Hilton. 
Where the little things mean everything.™ 

322 North Spokane Falls Court,
Spokane, Washington 99201  

 

T (509) 455-9600 F (509) 455-6285

Hilton HHonors membership, earning of Points & Miles and redemption of points are 
subject to HHonors Terms and Conditions. ©2012 Hilton Worldwide

Spokane.DoubleTree.com

Join us for sweet dreams and warm cookies.

Perfect Downtown Location next to the
Spokane River & Centennial Trail

Complimentary Airport Shuttle

Meeting & Banquet Space Available

Shutters Café with a Starbucks®
Co�ee & Espresso Stand

Spencer’s for Steaks and Chops

Business skills are an advantage in any career. From pharmacy to  
theatre, advertising to engineering, if you want to be a successful  

professional, you need to know about business.

EWU’s MBA program prepares graduates to make an immediate impact on  
their current career or to prepare for a new career. Students are given unique 

opportunities to apply business theory and practice to real-world experiences 
through case studies, internships and collaborations with regional businesses. 

The MBA Program is located in the heart of the  
University District on the Riverpoint Campus. 

For more information:  
509.828.1232 or mbaprogram@ewu.edu. ewu.edu/mba

Jones Radiator 
120 E Sprague Ave

What we are: The great thing 
about Jones Radiator is that we 
serve all walks of life: CEOs of 
major corporations sit next to 
college students at the bar. 

Pete’s Pizza 
821 E Sharp Ave

What we are: Pete’s Pizza is a 
casual, family-friendly pizzeria 
that’s been in business since 
1972. Our dough and sauces are 
made fresh daily.

Our signature: We have an 
expansive beer selection (25 
taps), a killer liquor selection 
and awesome cocktails—and 
at the best prices in town!

Why we love being in the UD: 
Since ours is not a neighborhood 
yet, most of our business is from 
people downtown or on their 
way to an event. I see us growing 
as the University District grows. 

Our signature: “The Calzone 
King.” All our calzones are made 
to order with fresh ingredients.

Why we love being in the UD: 
The UD brings a multitude of 
events to the area that keeps 
us busy year round. 

UD Housing Infill  

Fast Facts
 
 • Approximate Student & Faculty  
  Population – 15,664

 • Optimum Target Residential  
  Housing Units – 1,740

 • Existing Residential Housing  
  Units – 465 
 
 • South University District  
  Residential Build-Out Potential –  
  523,631 sq. ft.

The advancement 
of the University 
District not only 
means more growth 
for our business, 
but also for the city 
as a whole.     – Fast Eddies

...YOU do the math!
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Local universities, members of the health sciences industry, and 
community leaders have joined together to make the University 
District the regional health sciences hub—for research,  
entrepreneurism, and teaching. 

Health sciences companies located in the University District 
benefit from their proximity to the university campuses. They have 
access to academic experts, students and other professionals. The 
partnerships take all forms: from a practicing health professional 
who teaches a college class to a company that spins off from a 
technology developed in academic research.  

“We’re getting a lot of phone calls from companies interested in 
locating near campus,” says Washington State University Spokane 
(WSU Spokane) Chancellor Lisa Brown. 

The life sciences are already thriving in Spokane. Spokane’s health 
care sector is over a billion dollar industry—making it the region’s 
single largest. Twenty percent of Spokane’s workforce supports 
1,000 health-related businesses. Put another way, more than 35,000 
Spokane workers have jobs related to the health care industry. 

A number of health care providers have long been established 
in Spokane: Providence Sacred Heart, Providence Holy Family, 
Deaconess, Veterans Affairs Medical Center, Shriners Hospitals for 
Children Spokane, and Valley Hospital Medical Center.

It’s a center for private health sciences companies too: PerkinElmer 
I Signature Genomics, Jubilant HollisterStier, Matrical Biosciences, 
Nuvodia, and Inland Northwest Health Services, to name a few.  
Many companies are already housed in the University District, 
such as Pathology Associates Medical Laboratories, Iasis Molecular 
Sciences, and Paw Print Genetics.

In fact, Spokane sports the largest concentration of health services 
between Seattle and Minneapolis, as well as between Calgary and 
Salt Lake City. 

A HOME FOR  
HEALTH  
SCIENCES
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As a not-for-profit financial cooperative, we succeed 
when our members do. Join us.

If you live, work, worship, or go to 
school in Washington or North Idaho, 
you can join STCU.

Federally insured by NCUA. 

(509) 326.1954 | (208) 619.4000  
(800) 858.3750  | www.stcu.org

From rough-and-tumble timber town to an urban confluence of 

research, education, and innovation, Spokane’s seen it all. And 

Avista? We’ve been a part of it since the very beginning. In 1903, 

we constructed the longest high-voltage transmission line in the 

world. Eighty years later, we built the country’s first wood waste-

fired power plant. And it was back in 1988 that we helped lay the 

groundwork for Spokane’s University District – a campus that today 

generates $350 million in annual economic impact throughout the 

region. And we’re just getting started.

The Future’s Bright

The Health Sciences and Services Authority (HSSA) of Spokane 
County plans to keep the health sciences industry thriving. HSSA 
has $13 million to spend on health sciences research and supporting 
infrastructure, and it can award up to $500,000 to a single company 
that has proof-of-concept grants from other sources.
 
This fall, an exciting new development has made its home in the 
University District. For the first time ever, Spokane can host a  
four-year medical student. WSU Spokane is teaming up with 
WWAMI, a University of Washington (UW) program designed to 
provide medical education to students within Washington,  
Wyoming, Alaska, Montana, and Idaho. 

Until this recent partnership, all WWAMI students completed their 
second year of school in Seattle. Now they can choose to attend 
their second year in Spokane—making it the only other city in the 
five-state region where a student can get his or her complete  
four-year medical education. 

There are 19 students attending their second year of medical 
school this fall. One of WWAMI’s goals is to educate medical  
professionals who can return home and serve their community—
especially in rural regions that suffer a shortage of doctors.

The first two years of the program are housed in WSU Spokane’s 
Biomedical and Pharmaceutical Sciences Building. Third- and  
fourth-year students work in the region’s hospitals.  

The 125,000-square-foot facility will also house the entire WSU 
College of Pharmacy. The college consolidated in Spokane this 
fall and brings with it more than 30 scientists and 250 additional 
students to this region.

WSU Spokane’s medical, nursing and pharmacy professors won’t 
just be teaching future generations of medical professionals. 
They’ll be conducting research. It’s estimated that 35% of their 
time will be spent teaching, leaving a full 65% to R&D. 

WSU College of Nursing is already located in the University District. 
It moved its headquarters to its current downtown location in 2009 
and is the largest nursing program in the Northwest, even offering 
PhDs and Doctor of Nursing Practice degrees.

Together, with Eastern Washington University and UW, these  
programs create a health sciences campus, located entirely within 
the University District. “This is an opportunity for a Spokane family 
to think about their son or daughter becoming a doctor or nurse 
or pharmacist right here in Spokane—and then practicing here,” 
says Brown. “There’s something really empowering about having  
a homegrown professional right here.” 

“This is an opportunity  
for a Spokane family to 
think about their son or 
daughter becoming a  
doctor or nurse or  
pharmacist right here in 
Spokane—and then  
practicing here.”  
– Lisa Brown, WSU Spokane Chancellor 
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Spokane Transit and the University District: 
Driving Success
Spokane Transit congratulates the leadership of the University District for building a home for higher 

education in the heart of the city.  STA continues to plan for the future through the development of a 

High Performance Transit line called  “Central City” to connect the U-District to downtown amenities 

and neighborhoods.  The University District and Spokane Transit; working together to keep this great city 

moving forward.

stamovingforward 
.com

Visit

for details

 

A GROWING  
CAMPUS  
BOLSTERS  
UNIVERSITY  
DISTRICT 
DEVELOPMENT
BY:  Thayne M. McCulloh, D.Phil., President, Gonzaga University

The University District is Gonzaga’s historic home, and we are privileged to be a 
cornerstone of this distinctive, growing urban neighborhood.  

Gonzaga University (GU) is in the final stages of developing a new campus master 
plan, which envisions a set of new facilities being developed over the next decade.  
The new $60 million University Center – a 167,000-square-foot facility currently 
under construction in the center of campus – embodies a commitment to  
sustainable building practices. 
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509-535-7794
800-765-9055

4003 E. Broadway,
Spokane, WA

www.oxarc.com

CONFERENCE &TRAINING CENTER
HD Video Conferencing

Global HD Digital Video Network

Formal Conference / 
Boardroom

Reception Area

Multimedia Classroom

Lunchroom

• Catering & 
   Reception Facilities
• Wireless Internet
• Ground Level
• Easy Access
• Free Parking

Multimedia 
Classroom Features

Multi-level seating and 
individial task lighting 
provides a relaxed atmo-
sphere. Free from dis-
tractions of the everyday 
work environment, this 
room focuses the con-
centration of the partici-
pants directly toward 
learning.

Member FDIC

usbank.com

U.S. Bank Business Banking is locally grown - making decisions at
the local level based on the relationships we’ve nurtured for years
with customers and the community. Because after all, when our
communities find success, we share in it together.

CommunityCommunity Roots. National Strength. 
Helping communities prosper since 1863.

Linda Elkin 509.835.6111

Internships and applied learning 
experiences place talented GU 
undergraduates in a host of  
industry environments. Through 
specialized graduate programs, 
such as GU’s MBA in health care 
management, and programs in 
Organizational Leadership and 
Communications Leadership, 
working professionals expand 
career options and build 
expertise to strengthen their 
organizations.

Inspired by Spokane’s growing 
reputation as a dynamic center 
for health services and health 
education, GU recently brought 
together long-established 
programs in the health sector 
to establish its first new school 
in nearly 40 years.
  
Under the leadership of  
newly-appointed Dean Brenda 
Stevenson Marshall, GU’s 
School of Nursing and Human 
Physiology offers graduate and 
undergraduate programs in 
Nursing, featuring on-campus 
and clinical instruction  
for undergrads, as well as 
graduate online education.  
Our undergraduate programs 
in Human Physiology open 
options to students pursing 
graduate careers in health  
sciences.  We are proud and  
excited to strengthen Spokane’s 
innovative response to the  
nation’s growing need for 
medical and health care  
professionals.  

“We are proud 
and excited to 
strengthen  
Spokane’s  
innovative  
response to the  
nation’s growing 
need for medical 
and health care 
professionals.”

Our recently completed Boone 
Avenue Retail Center (BARC) at 
Hamilton and DeSmet, serves 
as the permanent home for 
the ZagShop, GU’s bookstore, 
offers more than 600 parking 
spaces, and will be available 
for private retail development 
when the University Center 
is complete in 2015. And a 
new $6 million indoor tennis 
and golf center, just south of 
Mission Park is expected to be 
completed by October.  

Not only is GU making changes 
to the landscape of the  
University District, but as one 
of the West’s top comprehensive 
regional universities, GU fuels 
partnerships in a wide variety  
of fields and industries.   
Partnerships bring faculty 
expertise in engineering,  
business, law, education, natural 
sciences, the humanities and 
the arts to the community.  
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master of 
Public HealtH
become a leader in tHe growing field  
of Public HealtH 

gain the skills to impact public health  
practices and educate individuals on  
making healthier choices 

online coursework or traditional  
classroom setting – you choose

Public HealtH needs You    
enroll todaY > ewu.edu/mph

A TRADITION OF  
DOWNTOWN  
INVESTMENT
Eastern Washington University (EWU) has a long tradition of 
investing in downtown Spokane that stretches back to the early 
1980s.  The University became an education partner in 1996 
when EWU’s College of Business and Public Administration 
moved its operations to the Spokane campus.  

Today, EWU Spokane is one of the main educators in the  
University District, with about 2,000 of its students taking classes 
there annually. Having many of our professional programs in the 
heart of the University District allows EWU to connect with the 
core of the Spokane business community. This presence gives our 
students and faculty a chance to engage with various community 
groups, health care organizations, non-profits and government 
entities while honing educational skill. 

By Rodolfo Arévalo, PhD, President, Eastern Washington University

“Having many of  
our professional  
programs in the 
heart of the  
University District  
allows EWU to  
connect with  
the core of the  
Spokane business 
community.” 
 

This relationship helps EWU respond to workforce and  
community needs. Our downtown presence allows Spokane’s 
busy professionals the flexibility to continue their education 
because our portfolio of graduate professional degrees are 
offered in the evenings and weekends.

Today, those business offerings are now accompanied by  
several of EWU’s popular health sciences programs, such as  
communication disorders, dental hygiene, occupational therapy 
and the doctorate in physical therapy. These fields of study tie  
into the regional economy and provide a link for the university  
to connect with the community. 

EWU collaborates with other institutions in the development of a 
health sciences campus in the University District. EWU is an active 
partner in the WWAMI medical school programs and the RIDE 
dentistry program. 

EWU envisions providing additional programming at the  
undergraduate and graduate levels in support of health sciences 
and urban-based programs. The community will benefit though 
improved access to degree programs.



26   Spokane University District Spokane University District   27

Designing environments that delight and inspire

SPVV LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS

www.spvv.com
(509) 325.0511

621 W Mallon Ave, Suite 306
Spokane, WA 99201

WSU BioMed Bldg.
Martin Luther King Jr. Way
Spokane Falls Boulevard
WSU Mall
Gonzaga St. Aloyisius Grotto
Whitworth Downtown Sign
WSU Nursing Center
WSU Health Sciences
WSU Phase I Classroom Bldg.
Gonzaga Administration Bldg.
Gonzaga Law School
Gonzaga Hughes Hall
Gonzaga Baseball Field
Gonzaga McCarthey Center
Gonzaga Soccer Field
Gonzaga West Boone Mall
Gonzaga Parking Garage
Gonzaga Jundt Center

2929 West Waikiki Road | spokane, Wa  99208 | WWW.sgs.oRg

High School 
  Information Night 
Monday, October 21 
7:00 - 8:30pm

SAINT
GEORGE’S 

STUDENTS:
Inspiring, Serving, Leading

Saint George’s is the only school in the Spokane 
area offering the International Baccalaureate (IB) 
Diploma Programme in 2014.*  Learn more at our

* Pending approval Fall 2013.  Saint George’s School admits and offers  
financial aid to students of any race, color, national or ethnic origin.

Join us! Call Admissions at 464 - 8744 to attend. Spokane’s independent,  
non-religious, college prep 

school for grades K-12

The strategic location of Community  
Colleges of Spokane’s (CCS) administrative 
staff and CCS Foundation in the University 
District provides opportunities for  
unparalleled synergy with community  
business leaders as well as our higher  
education partners, such as Washington 
State University, Eastern Washington  
University, Gonzaga University and  
Whitworth University. 

Increased focus on communication and  
collaboration – one of CCS’ four strategic  
priority areas – has resulted in implemen-
tation of programs such as Destination 
Eastern, which smoothes the pathway  
for students who want to earn their  
associate degrees at Spokane Falls  
Community College (SFCC) or Spokane 
Community College (SCC) and then  
transfer to EWU as a junior to complete 
their bachelor’s degrees.

CCS is also playing a lead role with higher 
education and K-12 partners to increase 
business and community awareness of 
STEM-related initiatives vital to the success 
of students in science, technology,  
engineering and math.

We have increased our emphasis on the 
quality of the nursing and more than 20  
allied health programs provided by SCC 
and SFCC to ensure the region’s growing 
health care industry has highly skilled 
workers, especially with the expansion of 
the University of Washington’s medical 
program into the University District.

Through the Collegiate Emergency  
Workgroup, we have shared emergency 
management and security data,  
information and best practices, which 
provide our students, faculty and staff 
with as safe a learning-and-teaching 
environment as possible.

Furthermore, the CCS Foundation draws 
upon nearly 30 stellar business and  
community volunteers who serve on its 
board to make an incredible difference  
every year through scholarships for 
students, recognition and professional 
development for faculty, and much-needed 
extra financial support for college  
programs. Thanks to the CCS Foundation 
and its purchase of the RiverPoint One 
building in 2000, CCS has a strong and  
vital presence in Spokane’s bustling  
University District.

A LOCATION 
FOR SUCCESS

By Chancellor Christine Johnson, PhD, Community Colleges of Spokane

“The strategic location of 
CCS’s administrative staff 
and CCS Foundation in  
the University District  
provides opportunities  
for unparalleled synergy 
with community  
business leaders as 
well as our higher  
education partners.”
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2012 AGORA Award Winner 
Spokane Business of thge Year

Helping Build 
Spokane’s University District!

2711 E. Sprague, Spokane Washington    |    509.535.3668    |    www.bakerconstruct.com

Clementine Square

Schade Tower

Photo by  Kirk Hirota

QUALITY
EDUCATION                        

AT A NEW  
LOCATION

Since we opened our University District location in 
fall 2009, Whitworth has significantly expanded its 
program offerings for nontraditional and evening 
students. In August 2012, our MBA program  
relocated to the University District location as well.

Whitworth aspires to be the university of choice in 
the Inland Northwest for adults pursuing selected 
graduate or nontraditional degrees. Whitworth 
has built on its strong reputation for student- 
centered faculty, small class sizes (average student-
to-teacher ratio remains at 11:1), and innovative 
delivery models to offer education programs that 
advance its graduates’ careers and extend the 
university’s mission and market influence.

Faculty from the main campus also teach courses 
at the University District location; thus, our  
continuing studies students are really getting  
the same nationally-recognized, high-quality  
education that our traditional students receive.

Students at Whitworth’s University District  
location can also earn degrees in organizational 
management, criminal justice administration, and 
program management. Whitworth’s School of 
Education was recently awarded a $162,000 grant 
from the National Science Foundation to develop 
a STEM track in our Master in Teaching and  
evening certification programs.

Because of its location just east of downtown 
and right off of I-90, Whitworth’s University 
District center is an ideal location that offers a 
shorter commute for working professionals in 
the areas west, east and south of Spokane.  
As such, enrollment has steadily increased as 
students have found a more convenient way  
to earn their degrees.

By providing evening MBA courses downtown, 
Whitworth’s Graduate Studies in Business Program 
has further positioned itself as a leader in meeting 
the educational needs of the local market, which is 
key to ensuring the program’s – and the region’s – 
long-term success

By Beck A. Taylor, PhD, President, Whitworth

“Whitworth’s  
University  
District center  
is an ideal  
location that 
offers a shorter 
commute for  
working  
professionals.”

Photo by  Kirk Hirota

Photo by  Kirk Hirota
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FREE
Downtown Parking!

FIVE FEET WIDE
12 COLOR PRINTING

FIVE FEET WIDE LAMINATING
SCANNING 4.5’ WIDE

FLATBED SCANNING 24x36
Giclee Printing & Fine Art Reproductions, Stickers,
Vehicle Graphics & Wraps, Window Display Vinyl, 
Graphic Design, Construction Plans, Wall & Floor,
Posters, Mounting, Business Cards,
Graphics, Flyers and Forms.

256 W. Riverside Ave.
Spokane, WA 99201509.624.2985   1.800.732.1024   sbprint.com

New Look!    New Services!    New Website!

pharmacy.wsu.edu

We’ve moved The WSU College of Pharmacy employs approximately 100 people and 
has close to 500 students pursuing various degrees in Spokane. Our 
pharmacy program specializes in teaching leadership and business 
skills, and as a result, we often have student leaders representing WSU 
in national pharmacy arenas. Our graduating classes consistently earn 
higher-than-average passing rates on state and national licensure exams. 
We are accredited by the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education.

Degrees Offered
• Doctor of Pharmacy (Pharm.D.) to become a professional pharmacist

• Ph.D. in Pharmaceutical Sciences

• Nutrition and Exercise Physiology degrees leading to certifications 
   as clinical exercise specialists or registered dietitians

 to Spokane’s 
University District!

A BUILDING  
FOR THE PAST
AND FUTURE

When McKinstry CEO Dean Allen came 
upon the Spokane & Inland Empire Railroad 
(SIERR) building in 2010, the 103-year-old 
building was on the verge of condemnation.  
Its windows were boarded up with  
cinderblocks, and in one section, a stack of 
hundreds of wood pallets held up the roof. 

Two years later, after designing and building 
the SIEER building to LEED® Gold standards, 
McKinstry moved its regional operations 
hub into the renovated space. 

Incorporated as a plumbing company in 
1960, McKinstry is now a full-service design 
builder who guarantees performance. 
With over 1,700 employees in 18 states, 
McKinstry is at the forefront of integrated 
construction, energy services, mobile 
service, and smart building innovation. 
SIERR provided the perfect opportunity to 
implement these energy efficiency practices 
in the renovation of a historical building. 

“We believe that the most sustainable  
building is the one preserved,” says Kim 
Pearman-Gillman, Director of Strategic  
Market Development for McKinstry.  
McKinstry reused 75% of the building’s 
existing walls, floor and roof and recycled 
93% of what they couldn’t use.
 
McKinstry paid careful attention to the 
historic details of the building, saving and 
reusing remaining artifacts from the site. 
To restore the brick walls as required by the 
National Parks Service (which administers 
Historic Preservation standards) McKinstry 
tried more than 12 different cleaning  
methods. When more bricks were needed 
for parts of the wall, McKinstry tracked 
down the original brick maker. The 160 
original windows were restored and seven 
skylights re-created (an added bonus: the day 
lighting is also a great efficiency feature).

To offset heating and cooling demands, 
McKinstry drilled 25 geothermal wells  
with a closed loop, ground source heat 
pump system that provides 100% of the 
building’s cooling and 60% of heating. 
Other innovative design elements included 
radiant heating and cooling for office 
spaces, evaporative cooling for the server 
room, and on-demand control ventilation 
for conference rooms. 

Located in the heart of the University  
District, the SIERR building fits into the  
natural landscape. McKinstry remediated 
the former brownfield site with riparian 
plantings and created an access point  
for kayaks so that the public could enjoy  
the river.

Photo by  Dean Davis
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Jeff McGougan 509.622.3576 jmcgougan@naiblack.com 

Located in
the Heart of

the University
District

State of the Art HVAC & Restoration

T-1 & Fiber Optics

Class “A” Office Space for Lease

Free Parking

528 East Spokane Falls Blvd.

Full Service Rents

JeJefff f ff fff f McGouganMcGougan 509509.622622.35763576 jmcgougan@naiblack.comjmcgougan@naiblack.com

Historic Schade Towers 

Pearman-Gillman sees the University District as 
the ideal location for the McKinstry’s regional 
headquarters. “It’s a hub of thought leaders 
and innovative research,” she said. “We wanted 
to contribute to the exciting work happening 
in the University District, and we’re proud to be 
working with everyone to build out this area.” 

All in all, the rehabilitation of the SIERR  
building took 15 months and $20 million to 
complete. However, the upfront cost is only 
part of the equation. “We look at total cost  
of ownership,” says Pearman-Gillman. “When 
you think about the life of the building, the 
long-term energy and water savings more  

than pay for the upfront investment in a 
thoughtful, sophisticated design and highly 
efficient systems.” 

The numbers bear this out. Current utility bill 
data shows that the SIERR building uses 50% 
less energy than equally sized office buildings, 
and outperforms many similarly efficient  
facilities across the country. It serves as a 
model among historic buildings for smart 
design and energy efficiency, while remaining 
true to the aesthetic of the original structure.

We wanted to 
contribute to the 
exciting work 
happening in the 
University District, 
and we’re proud to 
be working with 
everyone to build 
out this area.
– Kim Pearman-Gillman, Director  
of Strategic Market Development 
for McKinstry

Photo by  Dean Davis

Photo by  Dean Davis

7678/0913

•	400	guest	rooms	and	suites	featuring	plush,	
pillowtop	beds

•	Complimentary	wi-fi

•	Atrium	Cafe	&	Deli	and	Park	Place	Lounge

•	Indoor	and	outdoor	pool,	whirlpool	and	
fitness	center

•	Complimentary	airport	transportation

•	30,000	square	feet	of	meeting	space

303 W. North River Dr. • Spokane, WA • 509-326-8000 

•	250	guest	rooms	and	suites	featuring	plush,	
pillowtop	beds

•	Complimentary	wi-fi

•	Ripples	Riverside	Grill	&	Lounge	with	
seasonal	outdoor	patio

•	Two	seasonal	pools,	whirlpool	and		
fitness	center

•	Complimentary	hotel	parking	and	airport	
transportation

•	5,000	square	feet	of	meeting	space

700 N. Division • Spokane, WA • 509-326-5577 

A riverside stroll to the U-District.

Friendly service, locally inspired. 
800–Red Lion • redlion.com 

Meet us at the corner of
Inspiration and Innovation.

Photo Credit: © Studio 216, courtesy NBBJ

Consider doing business in 
Spokane, Washington –

the health care hub for the 
Inland Northwest.




